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explanatory   HUord 


CHE  two  addresses  here  offered  belong  to  a 
series  of  seven  on  "Why  we  Believe." 
delivered  in  the  Church  of  St  James  the 
Apostle,  Montreal,  on  the  Sunday  evenings  of 
November  and  December,  1908.  They  were 
listeaed  to  by  lart^e  and  interested  congrega- 
tions, and  judging  from  the  many  kind 
comments,  they  were  abundantly  appreciated. 
Especially  warm  and  generous  were  the  words 
said  about  these  two  of  the  series,  and  after 
many  urgent  requests  the  preacher  consented  to 
their  printing. 

There  is  no  claim  made  to  originality.  All 
the  addresses  were  the  outcome  of  the  preacher's 
study  along  this  particular  line. 

They  were  all  delivered  extempore  and  these 
two  were  written  some  time  after  delivery,  so 
that  of  necessity  there  must  be  slight  changes 
in  the  phraseology — otherwise  they  are  identical 
with  the  spoken  sermons. 

The  preacher  sends  them  out  to  his  many 
kind  friends  with  the  very  warmest  wishes  that 
one  and  all  may  have  a  happy  and  joyous 
Christmas. 

There  seems  to  him  something  appropriate  in 
associating  these  two  addresses  with  the  Feast 
of  the  Nativity.  For  the  Church  is  really  the 
extension  of  the  Incarnation,  being  the  Body  of 
Christ,  and  the  Book  contains  the  only  accurate 
record  of  the  sweet,  sweet  story  of  Bethlehem. 

May  all  the  sacred  scriptures  appointed  by  the 
Church  for  our  services  at  Christmastide  bring 
us  into  closer  and  more  loving  union  with  Him 
who  "became  flesh  and  dwelt  among  us!" 

A.  P.  S. 
The  Feast  of  the  Nativity, 
Montreal,   igo8. 
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USbv  do  we  Believe  In  the 
Cbureb  ? 


"I  speak  concerning   Climt  ,iiid  the  Church" 

Hpli    V    .^j. 


TN  the  Apostles'  Creed  we  make  our  daily 
profession:  "I  believe  in  the  Holy  Catholic 
Church."  In  the  Nicene  Creed  we  enlarge 
our  belief  somewhat,  and  declare  the  Church  to 
be  "one"  and  "Apostolic"  as  well  as  "Holy"  and 
"Catholic."  And  in  the  XlXth  article  of 
Religion  there  is  the  following  definition  of  the 
Church: 

"The   Visible  Church  of  Christ  is  a  con- 
gregation of  faithful  men,  in  which  the  pure 
Word  of  God  is  preached,    and  the    Sacra- 
ments    be     duly     ministered     according     to 
Christ's   ordinance   in   all  those   things   that 
of  necessity  are  requisite  to  the  same." 
There   are  certain     clear,    definite   marks   of 
the   Church   in   this   article,   which   it  would  be 
well  for  us  to  get  firmly  fixed  in  our  minds. 

1.  The  Church  is  visible — the  old  idea  of  an 
invisible  Church  is  plainly  opposed  here. 

2.  Its  membership  consists  of  believers. 

3.  In  it  the  pure  Word  of  God  must  be 
preached — there  must  not  be  suffered  any 
additions  to  or  subtractions  from  that  Word. 
The  Church  must  draw  all  her  inspirations  and 
doctrines  from  the  Bible. 
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4-  The  Sacraments  must  be  faithfully  ad- 
ministered  according  to  Christ's  orders. 

5.  There  must  be  a  regularly  authorized 
ministry— that  is  undoubtedly  implied  in  the 
word  "duly  ministered." 

Our  purpose  is  to  discover  v/hether  the 
Church  of  England  fulfils  these  requirements. 
whether  she  answers  to  the  description  given  in 
our  creeds  and  articles.  We  ought  at  all  times 
to  be  ready  with  our  reasons  for  being  church- 
men. They  surely  lie  deeper  than  the  mere  fact 
that  our  fathers  were  church  r  en.  No  accident 
of  birth  can  satisfy  the  earnest  churchman— he 
wants  to  investigate  the  claims  for  himself. 
So  let  us  try  to  answer  the  ever-recurring 
question— Why  am  I  a  Churchman?  Why  do  I 
believe  in  the  Church? 

And  let  us  in  u»e  first  place  preface  our 
inquiry  with  a  word  of  caution. 

We  are  not  seeking  to  disparage  any  other 
religious  body  or  endeavoring  to  question  the 
justice  of  its  claini„ 

Church   sermons  are  to-day  very    unwelcome, 
because  somehow  the  idea  seems  to  prevail  that 
they   involve   uncharitableness   or   condemnation 
of  all  other  religious  bodies.     But  one  can  surely 
be   loyal    to    his    own    Church    vi'ithout    being 
unjust  Jo  others.     I  can  surely  be  a  faithful  and 
loyal    Canadian    without   hating   or   condemning 
all  the  Yankees  in  the  world.    So  let  us  not  be 
over-quick    in   our    accusations  of    prejudice    or 
bigotry.     In   the   course  of  this  sermon  we  may 
find  it  necessary   to   speak   of  other   churches- 
let  us  hope    that    we    can    do    it    charitably.     I 
stand  ready  at  all  times  to  recognize  the  splendid 
work  for  Christ  that  these  churches  are  doing— 
indeed    they  often    put    us   to    shame    by  th°eir 
zealous,   self-sacrificing   desire   to   win   souls   for 
the  Master's  Kingdom. 
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I.  DID   CHRIST   FOUND  A   CHURCH   AS 

THE  APPOINTED  WAY   OF 

SALVATION? 

Now,  there  are    one  or  two  a  priori   reasons 
which  would  lead  us  to  expect  such  a  church. 

(a)  In  order  that  an  idea  should  live  and 
grow,  it  must  be  encased  in  a  body,  otherwise  it 
is  doomed  to  failure  and  death.  How  long  do 
"ou  think  the  Temperance  Idea  would  live,  if  it 
jre  not  for  the  many  organizations  through 
which  it  finds  hourly  expression?  And  all  the 
fraternal  orders  in  the  world  keep  strong  and 
healthy  the  idea  of  brotherhood.  We  ought 
to  be  grateful  for  any  union,  club,  society  or 
organization  that  is  seeking  to  develop  and 
spread  a  noble  and  helpful  ideal.  Now  Christ 
brought  to  this  world  the  idea  of  salvation,  and 
it  is  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world  that 
we  should  look  for  a  church  as  its  embodiment. 
Do  you  think  that  the  death  of  Christ  or  His 
resurrection  would  have  survived  long  without 
the  Church?  They  seem  to  me  to  have  made 
the  Church  an  absolute  necessity. 

<,b)  Again,  man  has  social  instincts.  He 
cannot  live  a  strong  life  alone.  What  more 
natural  than  that  Christ  should  have  provided  a 
society  to  meet  the  social  requirements  of  man? 
In  its  deepest  sense  socially,  the  Church  is  a 
great  brotherhood.  Often  it  has  failed  in  this 
ideal,  but  it  still  is  the  nearest  approach  to  the 
brotherhood  of  man  that  we  can  anywhere 
discover. 

These  considerations  would  naturally  lead  us 
to  look  for  just  such  an  organization  as  the 
Church  of  Christ. 

{c)  And  Christ  founded  such  a  Church.  What 
was  the  moving  impulse  of  His  life?  What 
seemed   uppermost    in    His    mind?    The    most 
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superficial  reader  of  the  gospels  would  answer, 
The  Kingdom  of  God."    All  His  great  parables 
were  about  the   Kingdom.    His    discourses  and 
private   conversations  seemed   to  be   filled  with 
the  idea.    He  went  about  the  hills  and  villages 
of     Palestine     preaching     the     gospel     of      the 
Kingdom,  gathering  a  few  men  about  Him  and 
sounding   the-n   from   time   to   time   as  to   their 
views  about  Himself  until  at  length  He  wrested 
from  Peter  the  glorious    confession,    "Thou  art 
the  Christ,  the  Son  of  God."     V/hat  joy  seemed 
to  possess  the  Master  then!     How  long  had  he 
been  seeking  for  this  very  thing!  That  was  what 
He  wanted!    Now  He  could  begin  to  build  the 
Church,    for    He    had    discovered   a  foundation. 
Upon  the  Rock  of  Peter's  confession  in  Christ's 
Divinity  the  Church  would  be  built  and  the  gates 
of  hell  should  never  prevail  against  it.    And  so 
the    work     of    construction     began.     Christ    ap- 
pointed the  first  officers,  breathing  on  them  the 
grace  of  ordination   and  promising  His  abiding 
presence  to  the  end  of  the  ages. 

He  provided  Baptism  by  water  and  the  Spirit 
as  the  entrance  into  the  Kingdom  and  instituted 
the  Lord's  Supper  as  the  source  of  strength  and 
refreshment  for  its  members.  And  after  His 
ascension  into  heaven  He  sent  down  the  Holy 
Ghost,  the  Comforter,  empowering  the  Church 
for  her  glorious  work.  The  history  of  the 
Church  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  clearly 
reveals  these  important  features  of  her 
administration : 

I.  There  was  a  regular  ministry.  I  do  not 
stop  now  to  consider  the  vexed  question  of 
apostolic  orders.  Christians  are  very  generally 
agreed  that  the  ministry  of  the  Church  in 
apostolic  days  was  regular,  authoritative  and 
possessing  inherent  powers  of  succession. 
Concerted  action    on   the  part  of    the    apostles 
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proves  that  their  orders  could  only  have  been 
received  from  Christ.  The  threefold  ministry 
in  the  Jewish  Church  would  have  justified  our 
anticipation  of  a  similar  ministry  in  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  We  may  debate  the  meaning  of 
"presbyter"  and  "episcopos,"  but  the  fact  of  the 
threefold  apostolic  ministry  will  not  be  seriously 
challenged. 

2.  Admission  to  the  Church  li'as  by  the  rite  of 
baptism.  The  first  converts  were  undoubtedly  so 
enrolled.  St.  Peter's  words  are  clear  enough, 
"Repent  and  be  baptized  for  the  remission  of 
sins." 

"And  the  Lord  added  to  the  Church  daily 
such  as  were  being  saved."  Time  would  fail  us 
to  run  through  the  passages  that  certainly 
establish  the  fact  of  admission  into  the  Church 
by  baptism. 

3.  There  was  a  weekly  Eucharist.  On  the  first 
day  of  the  week  the  Christians  met  together  for 
the  breaking  of  bread  and  the  prayers.  The 
Sacramjnt  of  the  Lord's  Supper  was  faithfully 
administered  in  the  Apostolic  Church. 

Thus  we  learn  that  the  first  ministers  of  the 
Church  were  faithful  to  the  commands  of  our 
Blessed  Lord. 

(d)  And  this  Church,  established  by  Christ, 
officered  and  provided  with  life-giving  sacra-' 
ments  and  endowed  by  the  Holy  Spirit  tvas  to  be 
the  appointed  way  of  salvation. 

I  want  to  urge  that  fact  very  strongly,  for  we 
hve  in  loose  times.  We  hear  such  statements 
to-day  as  "The  Church  cannot  save  you"— "It 
does  rot  matter  what  Church  you  belong  to," 
that  I  want  to  very  clearly  say  that  the  Church 
IS  the  covenanted  sphere  of  salvation.  God  has 
not  promised  safety  elsewhere.  Just  as  the  Ark 
was  provided  as  the  way  of  escape  in  the  days 
of  old.  so  Christ  has  only  promised  His  forgive- 
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ness  in  and  through  the  Church.  And  tell  me, 
brethren,  how  many  are  being  saved  to-day  out- 
s;  e  of  the  Church?  Are  the  systems  of 
philosophy  and  rationalism  saving  any?  Can 
you  point  to  any  who  have  been  brought  to 
Christ,  except  through  the  instrumentality  of 
some  Church? 

Let  us  be  done  with  meaningless  phrases! 
We  kn^  <7  as  a  matter  of  experience  that  the 
churches  alone  are  undertaking  the  work  of 
salvation.  Christ  is  not  being  found  outside  of 
them.  The  popular  sentiment  is  only  a  cover 
for  tlie  indifference  of  those  who  indulge  it,  an 
apology  for  their  own  apathy  to  things  spiritual. 

So  far  we  have  confined  ourselves  to  scriptural 
times  and  we  fancy  that  there  will  be  fairly 
general  agreement  with  what  we  have  tried  to 
establish. 

II.  IS  THERE  A  CHURCH  TO-DAY  THAT 
ANSWERS  TO  THE  DESCRIPTION  HERE 
GIVEN? 

There  are  some  four  hundred  religious 
bodies  claiming  to  belong  to  the  Church  of 
Jesus   Christ. 

With  the  claims  of  others  we  are  not  at 
present  concerned.  We  are  seeking  only  to 
establish  the  claim  of  the  Church  of  England. 
She  does  not  consider  herself  to  be  the  whole 
Catholic  Church.  But  she  does  claim  to  be  a 
pure  branch  of  the  Church  founded  by  our 
Blessed   Lord. 

What  grounds  are  there  for  her  claim? 
There  are  two  ways  of  establishing  such  a 
claim: 

(a)  By  lineal  descent. 

(b)  By  family  resemblance. 

Let  us  use  an  illustration   in  order    to  make 
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this  matter  quite  clear.  A  wealthy  man  dies 
intestate.  Claims  are  set  up  by  supposed 
mhentors.  If  they  can  show  by  line  of  pedigree 
their  actual  descent  the  claim  will  be  recognized. 
If  on  the  other  hand  the  claimants  can  point  to 
clear  and  unmistakeable  points  of  family  re- 
semblance, the  court  would  forthwith  be  pre- 
judiced in  their  favor. 

Let  us  follow  these  two  methods  in  proving 
the  claim  of  the  Church  of  England. 
('/)  By   historical  lineal  descent. 
It  will  only  be    possible    to  give    the  barest 
outline  of  the  continuity  of  the  Church. 

When   the  first  ministers    of    the   Church  set 
forth    on     their    work     of    evangelization    and 
established   branches   of   the   Church   in   various 
cities   and   countries,    the   local    churches    were 
know;,  by  the   name  of  the  place  wherein  they 
were  established.    Thus,  the  Church  of  Ephesus, 
the     ;hurch  of  Jerusalem,  the  Church  of  Rome, 
the  Church  of  England.     It  is  fairly  well  agreed 
now  that  the  gospel  was  carried  into  Britain  by 
the  apostles.    As  authority  for  this  statement  I 
would  like  to  mention  the  names  of  SS.  Jerome, 
Eusebius,  Clement,  Justin  Martyr  and  Tertullian 
among  the  early  fathers;  Gildas,  Fortunatus  and 
Theodoret  among  other  writers,  and  Here,  the 
great   church    historian,    declares    that   there    is 
"no   reasonable    ground    for    doubting    that  the 
British  Church  was  of  apostolic  foundation,"    A 
Roman  Catholic  writer  says:  "It  was  universally 
believed  by  our  ancestors  that  Christianity  was 
disseminated  over  part  of  England    during    the 
Apostolic  Age."    Indeed,  there  is  good  evidence 
to   believe  that   the   Church   was   established  in 
Britain    five    years    before    it     was    planted    in 
Rome,    and  it  is    a  fact    worthy    of    note    that 
Linus,   mentioned  by  St.   Paul  in  his  epistle  to 
Timothy,   was   a   Briton   and   probably   ordained 


II 


by  the  great  apostle    for  tlie    See  of   Rome.    A 
few  other  historical  incidents  may  be  mentioned 
here  as  proving  the  antiquity  of    the  Church  ol 
England.    In  303    the    Proto-Martyr   St.    Alban 
suffered  for  the  truth  in  Britain. 

The  father  of  Constantine,  the  first  Christian 
Emperor  of  Rome,  resided  for  a  time  in  Britain 
as  Military  Governor. 

At  the  Council  of  Aries  in  314,  there  were 
three  British  bishops  present,  proving  that  the 
Church  was  regularly  constituted  in  Britain 
before  the  landing  of  Augustine  in  597.  The 
invasion  of  the  pagan  Anglo-Saxons  during  the 
fifth  and  sixth  centuries  drove  the  Church  out  of 
England  proper  into  the  country  of  Wales. 

When  St.  Augustine  landed  in  597,  he  found 
abundant  traces  of  an  already  existing  church. 
Queen  Bertha,  wife  of  Ethelbert,  the  foremost  of 
the  Saxon  kings,  had  her  own  Gallic  bishop  and 
clergy  in  Kent  for  twenty-five  years  before 
Augustine's  landing.  St.  Augustine  derived  his 
orders  as  bishop  through  the  succession  of  St. 
John  and  St.  Paul,  and  v/as  consecrated  the  first 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury.  From  that  time  on 
there  is  no  doubt  about  the  succession.  But  I 
want  especially  to  throttle  t!ie  old  superstition 
that  the  Church  of  England  originated  v/ith 
Henry  VIII.  If  I  were  obliged  to  believe  that, 
my  friends,  I  could  not  rest  content  in  the 
Church  of  England. 

V/ill  you  let  me  mention  a  few  historic 
incidents  that  ought  to  forever  silence  this 
ignorance  of  English  history? 

I.  In  the  reign  of  King  Alfred  the  Church 
of  England  leased  a  piece  of  property  to  the 
Crown  for  959  years.  Not  many  years  ago  the 
lease  expired  and  the  property  reverted  to  the 
present  Church  of  En^jland  as  the  identical 
corpornticn  v.hich  leased  the  land  1,000  years 
before. 
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a.  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  London,  owns  a  piece 
of  land  at  Tillingham,  Essex,  given  to  it  in  609. 

4.  Fulham  Manor  was  given  to  the  Church  in 
London  in  691,  and  the  deeds  of  transfer  are 
to-day  in  the  possession  of  the  Bishop  of 
London. 

4.  The  Magna  Charta,  signed  by  King  John  in 
1215,  has  in  its  first  paragraph  the  clause, 
Ecclesia  Anglicana  libera  sit.  "The  Church  of 
England"— not  the  Church  of  Rome— "shall  be 
free." 

These  facts  of  history  ought  to  make  forever 
impossible  the  ignorant  assumption  that 
Henry  VIII.  had  anything  to  do  with  the  founding 
of  the  Anglican  Church.  We  painfully  regret  the 
long  and  bitter  war  we  had  with  a  foreign 
ecclesiastical  power,  but  we  rejoice  that  the 
English  Church  never  for  one  hour  admitted  the 
Roman  supremacy.  And  for  that  reason  we 
ought  to  guard  jealously  the  liberty  so  dearly 
purchased.  In  the  Reformation  days,  the  burden 
was  completely  thrown  off,  but  the  Church 
remained  the  same  old  Catholic  and  Apostolic 
Chr.rch.  The  only  difference  was  in  the  purging 
away  of  the  errors  and  practices  that  for  a  time 
had  been  forced  upon  her.  The  illustration 
from  the  Arabian  tale  "Sinbad  the  Sailor"  is  not 
without  point.  After  his  fifth  voyage  he  was 
living  on  an  island  when  "The  old  Man  of  the 
Sea"  dropped  upon  his  shoulders  and  almost 
rode  poor  Sinbad  to  death.  But  the  burden  was 
shaken  off  and  Sinbad  was  free  again.  But 
he  was  the  identical  Sinbad  after  his  fre<»dom 
that  he  was  before  the  enforced  burden  came 
upon  him. 

The  Church  of  Engl?nd  was  likewise  on  an 
island,  when  "The  old  Man  of  the  See"  imposed 
himself  upon  her,  and  for  long  years  burdened 
and   wearied   her.    Like    Sinbad,  she   threw  him 
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off,  bathed  and  refreshed  herself,  but,  thank  God, 
her  identity  with  the  Ancient  English  Church 
was  not  thereby  impaired. 

Thus  we  prove  our  claim  to  be  a  branch  of 
the  one,  Apostolic,  Catholic  Church  by  the 
method  of  lineal  descent,  a  proof  that  the  courts 
of  England  have  recognized  a  score  of  times. 

ib)  Let  us  now  briefly  look  to  the  proof 
provided  by  family  resemblance. 

In  the  Apostolic  Church  there  were  the  certain 
marks  of  a  threefold  ministry,  the  sacraments  of 
Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  the  preaching  of 
the  Word  and  the  custom  of  prayers. 

Can  we  find  anything  in  the  Church  of 
England  to-day  to  resemble  these  marks? 

1.  We  turn  to  our  ordinal  and  find  that  the 
orders  of  bishops,  priests  and  deacons  are  still 
kept  intact.  And  let  me  here  say  quite  plainly  that 
I  am  unable  to  reconcile  the  preface  to  our  or- 
dinal with  any  theory  of  the  historic  episcopate 
other  than  that  it  belongs  to  the  very  existence 
of  the  Church. 

The  deacons  are  still  "servers,"  the  priests 
still  administer  the  word  and  sacraments,  the 
bishops  still  ordain  as  in  the  good  old  days  of 
the   apostles. 

2.  The  Church  still  clings  to  baptism  as  the 
door  of  entrance  into  the  Church,  as  the  new 
birth,  and  unfailingly  uses  Christ's  own  words 
of    administration. 

The  Lord's  Supper  is  still  regularly  celebrated, 
with  the  use  of  the  very  words  employed  by  our 
Blessed  Master  at  the  institution. 

3.  The  word  is  preached  with  all  the  earnest- 
ness and  sincerity  of  apostolic  times.  Indeed,  I 
may  say  without  boastfulness  that  no  church 
uses  the  scriptures  so  largely  in  her  services  as 
does  the  Church  of  England.  V/e  derive  all  our 
doctrines   from    the    Bible,    asserting    in   strong 
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language  that  "holy  scripture  contains  all  things 
necessary  to  salvation." 

4.  And  as  for  the  custom  of  prayer,  what 
church  provides  more  opportunities  for  public 
worship  than  our  own? 

Surely,  my  friends,  this  wonderful  old  church 
to  which  you  and  I  belong,  resembles  very 
remarkably  the  Church  of  the  Apostles.  Our 
claim  must,  therefore,  be  carefully  considered. 
Thus  we  have  imperfectly  set  forth  our  reasons 
for  being  churchmen.  And  let  not  any  one 
think  that  we  have  at  any  time  deemed  the 
Church  without  flaw  or  wrinkle.  She  has  made 
many  mistakes  and  been  guilty  of  many  neglects. 
Her  severity  of  attitude,  her  laxity  and  indiffer- 
ence have  driven  many  from  her  fold.  But  let 
us  in  all  justice  affirm  that  she  was  the  first  to 
take  steps  towards  the  reunion  of  Christendom. 

She  is  endeavoring  to  realize  her  Catholicity 
by  missionary  expansion.  She  occupies  a  unique 
position,  unparalleled  in  opportunity.  Standing 
between  the  Roman  and  Creek  Churches  and  the 
Protestant  bodies  of  Christendom,  she  holds  the 
open  Bible  for  the  one  and  the  apostolic  orders 
for  the  other.  God  give  her  strength  and  grace 
to  fulfil  her  high  and  lofty  calling.  She  is 
endeavoring,  however  weakly,  to  lift  the  world 
towards   Christ. 

I  pledge  you  to  her  help.  I  call  upon  you  to 
be  more  worthy  members  of  an  ancient  and 
glorious  Church,  and  I  summon  you  to  a  greater 
love  for  Him  who  is  the  Head  of  the  Church, 
who  calls  the  Church  His  Bride, 
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"With  His  own  Blood  He  bought  her 
And  for  her  life  He  died." 
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"Search  the  sen  futures!  for  in  them  ye  think  ye  have 
eternal  life  and  they  are  they  i^'hich  testify  of  Me.* 

St.  John  V.  39. 
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^HE  sixth  article  of  religion  reads  as  follows: 
V"Holy  scripture  containeth  all  things 
necessary  to  salvation:  so  that  whatsoever 
is  not  read  therein  nor  may  be  proved 
thereby,  is  not  to  be  required  of  any  man, 
that  it  should  be  '  ^lieved  as  an  article  of 
the  faith,  or   be  tl  it  requisite  or  necessary 

to  salvation." 

An  analysis  of  this  statement  reveals  the  high 
and  important  value  placed  upon  the  Bible  by 
the  Church  of  England.  It  declares  the  scriptures 
to  be  an  infallible  guide  in  all  matters  pertaining 
to  our  salvation.  It  forbids  the  introduction  of 
any  doctrine  or  theory  into  the  Church's  faith 
that  comes  from  any  source  not  Biblical.  It 
stakes  all  our  hope  and  strength  upon  God's 
V/crd.  It  makes  the  old  book  an  independent 
volume — it  leans  not  upon  any  ocher  strength,  it 
is  self-sufficient. 

All  doctrines,  principles,  practises  have  but 
one  test — the  revealed  word  of  God. 

I  hope  you  see,  my  friends,  to  what  an  exalted 
place  the  Bible  is  lifted.  We  are  called  to  a 
great   act   of  faith — we   are   summoned  to  m?.ke 
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this   remarkable    book    the    centre  and    circum- 
ference of  life. 

Has  the  Church  any  good  grounds  for  such  a 
statement?  What  reasons  does  she  give  for 
bidding  us  to  so  splendid  an  act  of  faith?  In 
others  words,  u//.v  do  i,r  bclu-vc  in  the  liibic? 

1.  Let  us  in  the  first  place  get  a  clear  concep- 
tion of  the  relations  between  the  Church  and  the 
Book  For  there  are  certain  statements  abroad 
that  need  explanation  and  modification.  How 
very  common  is  the  saying:  "The  Bible  and  the 
Bible  only.  We  are  not  concerned  with  what 
the  Church  says— the  Bible  is  our  only  infallible 
guide."  There  is  much  truth  in  this  from  one 
side,  but  a  dangerous  error  is  contained  in  it. 
It  Kcems  to  reflect  seriously  and  somewhat 
shamefully  upon  the  Church. 

We  can  never  dissociate  the  Church  from  the 
Bible.  Let  us  not  forget  that  the  Jewish  Church 
fixed  the  canon  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  that 
the  Christian  Church  endorses  it. 

The  first  teaching  of  Christianity  was  oral. 
It  was  the  Church  of  Christ  that  composed  the 
books  of  the  New  Testament  and  formed  them 
into  our  present  volume.  So  that,  under  the 
guidance  of  God's  Holy  Spirit  we  are  indebted 
to  the  Church  of  the  living  God  for  our  precious 
Book. 

The  Bible  is  the  Church's  statute  book.  She 
exists  to  teach  and  the  Bible  to  prove.  The 
relation  between  the  two  has  been  likened  to  an 
ambassador  and  his  credentials.  The  ambassa- 
dor testifies  to  the  worthiness  and  accuracy  of 
his  credentials,  and  the  credentials  in  turn  give 
testimony  to  the  authority  of  the  ambassador. 
A  man  comes  to  me,  bearing  in  his  hands  his 
certificates  cf  character  and  upon  their  testimony 
I  receive  and  accredit  him. 

Even  so  the  Church  comes  to  us  bearing  the 
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mirv'.ious  old  Book  in  her  handi  and  asks  us 
only  to  accept  her  creeds  and  statements  on 
the  sure  warranty  of  the  Word. 

Then  let  us  honor  and  love  the  Church  for  the 
priceless  heritage  of  the  Bible,  and  let  us  test 
her  doctrines  by  the  voice  of  scripture. 

Let  us  see  with  what  authority  the  old  volume 
comes  vested.  I  presume  there  are  many  who 
onclude  that  we  believe  in  Christ  because  the 
Bible  tells  us  all  about  Him.  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  however,  the  liiblc  rests  on  the  authority  of 
Christ.  It  derives  all  its  significance  and  value 
from  His  life.  It  is  first  and  last  the  histor^  of 
a  Person,  and  that  Person  is  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  The  Old  Testament  leads  up  to  His 
coming.  It  is  a  history  of  the  Jewisli  expecta- 
tion of  the  Messiah.  Take  that  hope  out  of  the 
Isriielitish  nation,  and  there  is  neither  order  nor 
meaning  to  their  history. 

The  New  Testament  is  a  record  of  the  Master's 
life  an  account  of  the  Church's  early  struggles 
and  hopes.  All  the  volumes  from  Genesis  to 
Revelation  are  linked  togetlier  by  this  golden 
chain— the  Christ-life.  We  believe  in  the  Bible 
because  the  Master  commanded  us  to  do  so, 
"Search  the  scriptures:  for  they  are  they  which 
testify  of  Me."  We  will  avoid  many  mistakes 
if  we  keep  this  in  view. 

The  Bible  is  not  a  scientific  treatise.  It  is  a 
progressive  revelation  of  the  Almighty's  will 
and  purpose  regarding  the  human  family.  That 
makes  much  of  its  difliculty  easily  understood 
and  gives  coherence  and  value  to  all  the  strange 
vicissitudes  of  the  ancient  people. 

The  Master  sanctioned  the  Old  Testament  by 
using  it.  It  was  the  scripture  of  His  day.  He 
quoted  from  many  of  its  books  and  fond  in  it 
a  basis  for  His  own  splendid  teach  ig.  He 
fulfilled  its  meaning  but  never  for  a  moment  did 
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He  question  its  authority  or  abrogate  the  old 
moral  law.  If  the  Master  quoted  from  Isaiah  I 
must  believe  that  He  accepted  the  Isaiahic 
authorship  of  the  passage  quoted.  If  He  refers 
to  the  story  of  Jonah  I  am  obliged  to  believe 
that  He  meant  us  to  accept  the  incident  as 
historical.  He  was  the  very  essence  of  sincerity 
anci  I  cannot  imagine  His  giving  credence  to  a 
myth  or  sustaining  belief  in  what  He  knew 
perfectly  well  was  wrong. 

I  am  content  to  receive  what  He  received to 

believe  what  He  believed. 

The  Master  ordered  the  writing  of  the  New 
Testament  and  promised  the  guidance  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  in  the  work.  "When  the  Holy 
Ghost,  thp  Comforter,  is  come  He  will  guide  you 
into  all  truth  and  bring  all  things  to  your 
remembrance,  whatsoever  I  have  said  unto  you." 
"It  is  not  ye  that  speak,  but  the  Holy  Ghost." 

These  are  strong  words,  my  friends,  and  they 
fell  from  the  lips  of  Incarnate  Truth.  When 
the  writers  of  the  New  Testament  undertook 
their  work,  they  make  the  same  high  claim  to 
spiritual  guildance.  "All  scripture  is  given  by 
inspiration  of  God  and  is  profitable  for  doctrine, 
for  reproof,  for  correction,  for  instruction  in 
righteousness." 

We  do  not  undertake  to  define  the  method  of 
inspiration.  I  am  quite  content  to  take  the 
Church's  position  and  declare  that  the  Bible  is 
inspired.  All  attempts  to  tell  how  God  inspired 
the  Bible  are  so  many  impertinences,  one  would 
need  to  have  the  mind  of  God  in  order  to  under- 
stand the  method  of  inspiration.  We  can  no 
more  tell  how  God  operated  on  the  minds  of 
Biblical  writers  than  we  can  say  how  He  works 
upon  the  seed  cast  into  the  ground.  "The  secret 
things  belong  unto  the  Lord  our  God." 
We  believe  in  the  Bible  primarily,  therefore, 
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upon  the  authority  of  Christ.  But  there  are 
other  reasons  which  it  would  be  well  for  us  to 
examine.  There  are  two  kinds  of  evidences  for 
the  genuineness  and  authenticity  of  the  Book,  (a) 
External,  (b)  Internal. 

(a)  External  evidences. 

I.  When  we  come  to  think  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment we  are  reminded  that  the  Jews  still  accept  it 
as  we  have  it,  and  they  are  surely  qualified 
judges.  None  would  be  more  eager  to  resent 
any  alterations  or  innovations  than  they,  for 
one  of  the  miracles  of  history  is  the  love' and 
veneration  which  the  Jews  have  always  had  for 
their  scriptures,  and  the  utmost  care  they 
exercised  in  its  preservation.  That  it  has  come 
do^n  to  us  unimpaired  and  unaltered  is  some 
proof  of  the  Divine  protection. 

2.  Then  again  we  have  learned  that  the  Master 
accepted  and  used  the  ancient  scriptures,  and 
that  surely  is  our  best  reason  for  holding  them 
reverently. 

3.  And  the  Christian  Church  has  never  evid- 
enced any  doubt  of  its  accuracy  or  genuineness. 
For  nineteen  centuries  she  has  borne  it  through 
all  assaults  and  wa-s  and  changes  and  transla- 
tions, but  to-day  it  is  the  same  book  that  guided 
the  people  of  pre-Christian  times. 

4.  And  all  the  modern  discoveries  and 
explorations  and  monumental  inscriptions  are 
but  testifying  to  its  truth,  so  that  to-day  the 
Old  Testament  is  more  firmly  entrenched  than 
ever  before.  The  flood  of  light  thrown  upon  its 
pages  during  two  thousand  years  has  -ncreased 
its  value  and  enriched  its  meaning. 

5.  When  we  come  to  speak  of  the  external 
evidences  of  the  New  Testament,  I  am  reminded 
of  the  eleven  allegations  of  Dr.  Paley  in  his 
"Christian  Evidences."  It  would  require  too 
much  time  to  dwell  upon  these,  suffice  it  to  say 
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that  no  books  in  the  world  are  so  well  authen- 
ticated as  the  books  of  the  New  Testament.  If 
all  the  mighty  scholars  of  the  Christian  era  have 
combined  together  to  establish  the  truth  and 
historicity  of  these  books,  will  humble  folk  like 
ourselves  have  any  hesitation  about  accepting 
them? 

6.  But  there  is  the  wonderful  evidence  of  the 
fulfillment  of  prophecy.  All  the  passages  in  the 
Old  Testament  referring  to  the  Messiah  are 
fulfilled  in  Christ.    The  wonder  of  it  all! 

Supposing  I  were  to  say  that  six  hundred  years 
hence  in  a  little  town  four  miles  from  Glasgow,  a 
child  would  be  born  amid  poor  and  lowly  sur- 
roundings, who  should  become  a  King  and 
Saviour,  what  would  you  think  of  w  Probably 
a  doctor  would  be  summoned  aiiu  forthwith 
hurry  me  away  to  Verdun.  But  such  a  thing 
happened  in  the  days  of  Isaiah,  and  it  came 
wonderfully,  gloriously  true. 

How  far  can  we  see  ahead?  Not  many  years 
or  many  minutes!  And  yet  these  ancient 
prophets  foretold  events  with  unerring  accuracy. 
They  went  through  the  cities  of  Tyre  and  Sidon 
with  their  magnificent  buildings  and  said: 
"All  this  vrill  be  levelled  to  the  ground  and  the 
fishermen  will  dry  their  nets  on  the  rocks,"  And 
it  is  true  to-day,  for  the  Turk  and  Saracen  are 
drying  their  fish-nets  upon  the  rocks  where 
once  stood  the  famous  cities.  And  the  Jews, 
what  a  strange  fulfillment  of  prophecy  they  are. 
The  Englishman  comes  to  Canada,  and  after  a 
time  loses  his  distinctly  English  characteristics 
and  becomes  Canadian.  But  you  can  go  down 
to  St.  Lawrence  Street  and  after  thousands  of 
years  easily  distinguish  the  Jew.  Why?  Because 
it  was  prophecied  that  they  should  always  remain 
a  separate  people,  that  never  should  they  lose 
their  racial  distinctions. 
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Does  not  all  this  argue  divine  inspiration,  that 
these  men  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost  to 
speak   such   things? 

7.  And  think  for  a  moment  of  the  burden  of 
detail  in  the  books  of  the  Bible,  wonderfully 
borne  out  by  the  corroborating  evidence  of 
Jewish  rites  and  ceremonies  of  our  own  day. 
It  would  scarcely  seem  to  be  necessary  to 
offer  further  evidence  as  to  the  accuracy  and 
wonder  of  the  Bible. 

(/')  But  we  must  spend  a  moment  or  two  over 
the  Internal  evidences. 

I.  And  among  these  we  would  place  first,  the 
marvelous  unity  of  scripture.  It  is  hard  to 
appreciate  this  when  we  have  the  bocks  of  the 
Bible  bound  together.  If  you  think  of  them  as 
sixty-six  volumes,  written  by  different  men  of 
differing  temperaments  at  widely  different 
periods,  and  in  many  instances  without 
knowledge  of  each  others'  writings,  then  the 
wonderful  unity  becomes  apparent  and  can  only 
be  accounted  for  on  the  ground  of  divine 
guidance. 

If  you  take  any  two  histories  of  Canada  or  the 
British  Empire  to-day,  you  will  find  wide  and 
irreconcilable  differences  in  them.  And  these 
authors  may  be  contemporaneous.  But  the  books 
of  the  Bible  cover  a  period  of  at  least  1,500  years 
and  include  as  authors,  farmers,  shepherds, 
fishermen,  lawryers,  doctors,  soldiers  and  a  host 
of  others,  yet  there  is  no  serious  disagreement  in 
their  stories.  Mr.  Mill  made  a  study  of  the 
old  book  and  found  36,000  different  readings, 
and  yet  not  one  important  difference. 

The  prophecies  agree  with  the  law,  the 
epistles  confirm  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  and 
the  gospels  are  wonderfully  in  agreement.  The 
Hand  of  God  must  have  been  in  the  composition 
of  this  Book. 
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J.  And   how    the    old    Book    appeals    to  the 
human  mind.    Between  it  and  all  others  there  is 
a  great    gulf  hxed.     What    other  can    compare 
with    it   in    grandeur    and    beauty?     How    the 
mighty   intellects    of    all   time    have    failed    to 
exhaust  its  meaning!     And  how  the  humble  poor 
have  found  in  it  inexhaustible  treasures  of  com- 
fort.    Do  you   think    that    you    could    listen  to 
Shakespeare's  works  Sunday  after  Sunday,  and 
year   upon   year    without    weariness?    And    yet 
new  light    breaks    out  of    the  old  pages    every 
time  they    are  read  publicly    or  privately.     Why 
was  it  that  when  Thomas  Babington   Macaulay 
wanted  to  finish  an  eloquent  speech  in  the  House 
of  Commons  so  as  to  leave  the  profoundest  im- 
pression  on   his   hearers,    he    quoted    from    the 
Galilean   Fisherman?    How  is  it  that    Abraham 
Lincoln  won  the  grea  .   -.  fight  of  his  life  by  a 
single  sentence  from  the  Carpenter  of  Nazareth? 
"A   house   divided  against  itself  cannot    stand." 
Is  it  not  because  these  wonder  words  still  grip 
the  human  mind?     Is  it  not  because  "the  sword 
of  the  spirit  is  the  word  of  God?" 

3.  But  the  very  best  evidence  for  the  Bible 
springs  from  its  appeal  to  the  human  heart.  It 
offers  the  very  solace  that  the  heart  of  man 
needs-  No  other  book  speaks  of  a  Saviour,  none 
other  holds  out  the  hope  of  Immortality.  Many 
a  poor  soul  that  cannot  enter  into  the  intellectual 
forces  of  the  Bible  has  derived  unspeakable 
comfort  from  reading  its  tender  and  simple 
passages.  Blessed  old  Book!  sprinkled  with  the 
blood  of  martyrs  and  wet  with  the  tears  of  those 
who  have  been  comforted.  Give  it  to  your  boy 
on  his  birthday.  Put  it  in  the  home  v/hen  you 
start  housekeeping.  Place  it  under  your  pillow 
when  you  come  to  die. 

4.  And  now  a  word  about  the  results  of  this 
Book  to  the  world.    It  it,  true  of  a  book  as  of 
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a  life:     "By  their   fruits  ye  shall  know  them." 

There    are  some  who    say   that    the  Bible    is  a 

cruel  book.     They  read  the  story  of  the  slaughter 

of  the  Canaanites  and  then  declare  that  it  is  all 

dreadfully  cruel. 

But  did  you  find  that  your  boy  after  reading  it, 

A  was  suddenly  seized  with  a  mad  desire  to  smash 

everything  in  sight  and  impale  flies  on  a  pin  to 

the  wall?     Did  it  make  your    mother    or  father 

cruel?    Do  we  not  know  that  the  horrors  of  war 

have    been    alleviated   by    this    old    Book?    The 
^1  nurses  have  gone  into  the  soldiers'  tent  with  it 

in  their   hands    and   read    the   pain   out   of    the 

wounded  body,  and  the  fear  of  death  out  of  the 

dying  eyes. 

And  men  have  said  that  the  Bible  was  an 
immoral  book.  They  read  a  story  of  dreadful 
sin  portrayed  in  all  its  lurid  colors  in  the  Old 
Testament,  and  then  they  declare  it  to  be 
impure  and  unfit  for  children's  reading.  But 
how  many  people  can  you  discover  whose  lives 
have  become  immoral  through  reading  the  Bible? 
There  are  four  hundred  million  copies  of  the 
i  Bible  in  circulation.    Can  you  single  out  one  soul 

that  has  been  dragged  into  the  mire  and  filth  by 
reading  it?  It  is  not  found  in  houses  of 
immorality.  It  is  not  read  by  the  daughters  of 
shame.  On  the  other  hand,  it  has  driven  back 
vice  and  impurity,  and  created  sweetness  and 
light  wherever  it  has  gone.  Many  a  soul  to-day 
can  testify  to  its  regenerating  influence  upon  his 
life. 

And   men  have   talked  about  the  Bible  being* 
unscientific.    Let  ua  keep  before  our  minds  that 
the  Bible  is  not  first  of  all  a  scientific  treatise- 
it  is  the  revelation  of  God's  will.     Nevertheless 
^  it    is   surprisingly     accurate     where    it    touches 

matters  of  science.    Let    me  tell    you    a  rather 
remarkable   fact.     In   the   year   1865  the   British 
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Science  Association  with  a  membership  of  over 
three  hundred,  including  many  of  the  noted 
scientists  of  the  day,  passed  a  resolution 
declaring  that  there  was  no  real  conflict  between 
the  Genesis  account  of  creation  and  science.  I 
heard  Prof.  Searle  and  the  Rev.  P.  N.  Waggett 
at  the  Pan-Anglican  Congress,  both  eminent 
scientific  scholars,  give  their  testimony  along 
similar  lines.  But  all  the  attacks  of  mole-hill 
scientists  have  not  dislodged  a  single  book  from 
the  everlasting  Word. 

"One  day  I  paused  outside  the  blacksmith's  door 
And  heard  the  anvil  ring  the  vesper  chime 

And  looking  in,  I  saw  upon  the  floor 
Old  hammers   worn    with    beating    years    of 
time 

"  'How  many  anvils  have  you  had,'  said   I 
'To  wear  and  batter  all  these  hammers  so?' 

'Just  one,'  he  said  and  then  with  twinkling  eye, 
'The    anvil    wears    the    hammers,    don't    you 
know.' 

"And  so  I  thought,     the    anvil  of     God's  word 
For  years  the  skeptic's  blows  have  beat  upon. 

But  though  the  noise  of  infidels  was  heard 
The  anvil  is  unworn — the  hammers  gone." 


My  dear  friends,  this  is  why  we  believe  in  the 
Bible.  Let  us  learn  to  love  the  old  volume 
with  a  deeper  and  more  practical  affection. 
Difficulties  there  are,  to  be  sure.  That  is  our 
chief  reason  for  cherishing  it.  He  would  not  be 
much  of  a  God  who  could  only  give  us  a  revela- 
tion that  would  fall  within  our  finite  comprehen- 
sion. Its  hard  and  difficult  passages  ought  to 
impel  us  to  deeper  and  more  devotional  study. 
But  after   all,    the    light    for    our    guidance    is 
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abundantly  suflficient.  Let  us  not  wtary  our- 
selves with  the  obscure  bnt  hasten  to  accept  the 
clear  and  plain,  and  fashion  our  lives  after  its 
precepts. 

Humbly  let  us  pray: 

"Blessed  Lord  who  has  caused  all  Holy 
Scriptures  to  be  written  for  our  learning,  grant 
that  we  may  in  such  wise  hear  them,  read,  mark, 
learn  and  inwardly  digest  them,  that  by  patience 
and  comfort  of  Thy  Holy  Word  we  may  embrace 
and  ever  hold  tut  the  blessed  hope  of  everlasting 
life  which  Thou  hast  given  us  in  our  Saviour 
Jesus  Christ."    Amen 
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